
Name _______________________________   Due the first day of school! 

Goal: this is an introduction to our study of the executive branch of the federal government. These articles are meant to 
provide you with exposure to elections that have been controversial. The expectation is not for you to understand the 
presidential election process, but to be introduced to the idea that this can be a messy process.  

A. Before you read.    We have all been in situations where we have been taken by surprise with the outcome. In the situation it 
looked like the result was going to be one way and it turned out to go the other way. Or, we have been in situations where we 
wanted to win so badly, we did whatever it took to win. Describe a time when you did not expect the outcome of an event or 
describe a time when you did whatever it took to get what you wanted even if it meant behaving badly. If you need more room 
for any of these questions, feel free to add a page. You may also type your answers if that is better for you. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. While you read.     Read the two articles and as you read, highlight words you don’t know. Put a happy face next to lines you 
like (well explained, funny, helped your understanding). Put a frowning face next to lines you didn’t like (struggle with, disagree 
with, or dislike the content). Put a question mark next to lines or paragraphs that you might have a question about or feel you 
need more of an explanation to understand. 

Questions to answer in your own words about “The election of 1828 was one of the nastiest campaigns in U.S. history”: 

1. Describe John Quincy Adams 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Describe Andrew Jackson 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How was John Quincy Adams attacked by Andrew Jackson? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



4. How was Andrew Jackson attacked by John Quincy Adams? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions to answer in your own words for “How the 2000 election came down to a Supreme Court decision.” The confusing 
Electoral vote is discussed in this article. We will cover this in-depth in class. A little start can be found at PBS: 
https://ksps.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/electoral-college-explainer-video/wviz-politics-on-point/ 

1. Describe what you understand about the number of votes in the state of Florida in the presidential election of 2000.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Explain what was wrong with the ballots used in the Florida election. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Describe what you understand about what the Supreme Court ruled regarding the Florida vote. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. After you have read the two articles.      Now that you have read two articles about past presidential elections, pretend that 
you are the campaign advisor to your friend who is running for president. In the space below give your friend some advice 
about running for office. Support your advice with evidence from these two elections you have read about. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://ksps.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/electoral-college-explainer-video/wviz-politics-on-point/
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